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Oswald' '-i 

Alone-ls'i, 
Blamed ' 


By RUTH MONTGOMERY » 

* WASHINGTON — Sen. John .[i 

* Sherman Cooper, breaking his .1 
' silrace on the raging eontro- i 

• versy concerning the Kennedy j 
assassination, says he is abso' 
lutely convinced that Lee 
Harvey Oswald acted alone. 

The .Kentucky R^ublican, 
who was a member of the 
Warren Commission, said in • ; 
‘ an exclu^ve intervi^: “We 
: quite naturally looked for a , 
'• conspiracy, but we reuld find •; 
no evidence of such. We ex- ■ 
amined the case with unbe- 
lievable thoroughness, testing , 

• ;and re-testing hundreds of'. ^ 

witnesses. i 

''Because we were . cen- ' 
cemed about Marina Oswald's . 
tesUmony, (Sen. Richard) 
RusseU and I flew to Dallas 
toward the end of .the hear- ^ 
• tags, and reexandned her. ^ 
with connsel, for five |)r six 
hours. ' 

' “We wanted to make cer- 
' tain that she was holding 
i nothing back, that she had no i 
' new facts to bring out; but we^ ^ j 

■ had to conchido, that she her- , 
, I.nir linil lircniit* ronvlncicd of I 

liiir liiinliiiiiirh R'lllti ah*"', "'''d j 

. , UilnkluK lilm limncciit. ' ■ ■ 

I asked the senator U, in : 
‘ view of the doubts raised here , 
‘ and abroad, he thought that a ' 
review panel should reopen .1 

■ • the case, and perhaps Utlixe a 
• devil’s advocate to try to re- 
,■ . hut the evidence. . .. . .^ . v,. 


SEN. COOPER repli*^:"”! 
sec no need of it. I think out 
conclusions were ;corrcd. We j 
had Mark Lane (author of 
“Rush to Judgment”) before, 
lis twice under oath, but he i 
“could , nbt produce any t^-.; 
mony to support the state 
ments he'd been making. • 

' Cooper, a formeL.ffid.ge.JSl5‘°»^ 
lately’.’! 


-Wthe'Seaate.b^evM 

'Tmhe'3uiletv.^bi<fc,,jnnh:te4-. 

wouhd' also ! 

OmnaUy, despite the la^ « 
insistence that he 

. by a different, second buUct. 

softened from caiegor ^ , 

. lo “persuasive evidence 

; the single-bullet theory. 

- SHrort! which would ne^ 

■ ?-ve tried sh^^gs^d mm- 

l’- •‘"J^&iv.Connallyisanexp^' 

' ' to tee ; 

■ t«wldims don’t 
in this case. 


POINTING OUT that it 
would be virtually impossible 
...to assemble a more diver- 
sified, independent-minded 
panel . than tlie commission 
members. Cooper declared; 

“All of us were searching, 
constantly in every possible 
area for clues that, might 
' have been overlooked. I spent 
'Kveral nights at the home of 
(former OA. CMef Allen) Dul- . 
les, and man/ hours in Rus- 
seU’s office discussing: it over'; 
apd over. I did the same with 
(Rep. (^ald) Ford and oth- 
ers— all of us searching for 
any possible holes. 

“The overall evidence led 
each of us, with different 
types of. minds and different 
' ways of thinking, to the unan- 
imous conclusion that Oswald 
' Was the sole party involved. 

“The only two bullets found 
came from the rifle pur- 
chased by Oswald and discov- 
.^ered on the sixth floor of the 
’Book Depository Building. We 
Luuld find no . proof that he 
and Jack Rul^ knew each 
other, or that Oswald had act- 
ed in concert with anybody.” 

Asked if he did not consider 
it strange that officer J. D. 

. Tippit was able to accost 
.Oswald so quickly after the 
assassination, without some 
advance or unexplainable 
knowledge, (k»per replied:. 

* , ★ ★ , 

“THE WHOLE CASE is 
strange. It is strange that the 
president should have been 
shot, and that Oswald should 
have been working in a build- 
ing overlooking the motor-- 
cade, and that Tippet and oth- 
ers dould havb been exactly 
where they were at a particu- 
lar moment in history. 





